Even cartri
artridges that can’t be remanufactured

are reincarnated as tables and park benches!

Are you sitting on a toner cartridge?

ha do vou do with all those

garplus  EPM  and EFS
cartmidges ™™ asked 1he newsletber of the
Muscrakasinn Cpmridpe Remana-
[aciurers Assosatrn (ACRA) recemly-
Aparl from the more chvious answer,
“gingz them in n shed ™ the newsleler
came &p with o more iBmovagive
appronch, which demanded fusther
imvest g,

Tusmanian Michasl Lesm recyches
Vhesn ol his ALD premises in Hobar,
fd they esd up i park benches!

ACRA pews edilor amd enccutive
afficer, Dipvad Gibbors, on & visgl ba
ALC poticed that Lemm has jpunchased
a laspe phistic shredder and “leeds the
fijzgary bllghter with the emrply sl of
garphus cartridges.” i spits ot millions
ol tiny plastic peliets which ke ships ofl
ta Mlelbourme.

=1 woo'l make rich,™ =y

Milchael. =The feal mamsy i im e
remanifactured  cariridge But [
promote e Lacl 4o my customers that
gvery esipiy CATidEE Bt rocycled.”

And what happens 10 those plasts
grapules? They are moulded issa 1.8
plive green park benches - the Kakndu
Park bench - which are a6 salid as the
CONIIEiC W node pmes, praffil resistant,
compelitively priced - and made from
recyclad canridges!

The Rotary Club of DFEnmecisseais
Channel south al Hobat engaged in 8
join progect with the Depariment af
Infrasreciice, Bnengy azd Rescmices 5]
ingmll foar necybed benches in krilg
sheters, just ane exsmple of how these
recycled  benches AT helping

cogieranillei

A recycled picnic il prd bench 18
s pvailable, a8 well g wheel 0P8,
speed  humips and traffic  contol
shyiars ond bars” Yoo My oven b
drinkizg from & former phaotacapier
boile 4 teis wery mninube, Resycled
nsubaind coffes cups which keep drinks
bt Innger are the latesl {mmaviive idea
{rom Corporab: Recycling. Asd al
pourse, the ralers made from recycled
canmidpes were o bil ab the firsl Remas
show ia 2000,

wijp are part af the Corporits
Recycling group which |s based m

ml.ieu:-:im_' says Michaed, “Apart Eram

ywre wrihEIEY
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Soaff mestera from Lot o righet Tiusy Poimer, Michoed Packer, Mickae Leusm and
Phillip [saac,

the bench seats o0 ade of Corparals
Rn:yli:g.nucufmnrennmwlul
fivolwved was 1o redigcel efiminage our
awn factoey’s washe sifemm of plastc
poer bolties and wmservicable cartridge
components. This has peen largely

Corpormie Recy<ling s poal i 10 have
per landfifl from the waske it collegis.
Ay present, B0 al the wnsbe
gallecie dis diverted foom landfll, and
gewirs] SrAEgic PAimELE 200 gurreitly
working with Carporae Recycling 1o
peduce Iamedfill waskz closer 12 their
ol

{n Tesmanin, cstimeaecs Fof 2001
suggest thin amosnd 500 candboknd
boxes and miens, 3500 almimiwm
drum umits, 6000 plastic cartridgs
units, omd 6000 plastic bottles were
divested from landfill of
pemanufectured by ALLC, ssving the
equivalent af 115 harrels o ail , 48 mees.
105 000 bires of waker, of 15 kwh af
Electriciy.

Gipvid Giblbeots, recemtly responded o
a challenge mids by Kyoerm Pdiin, He
wroe i Ehe compamy SAYing, “ACRM
welcames Kyocera Milm's chalkeige b
pusizess o help chean @ Aogsirnlin as
per iheir press relense {lmed 4 Pebruary
003, Por almost 13y, ACRA
mpmbers around Australin ded Mew
Tealard have been  eacCUTREIRE
busamess 1o do [keaase.

#q1 |5 o faci that every mew iooot and
ok cortradge which is sald in Ausralia
and Mew Zealand lins been imporied =
ihe first ploce, and almost cighty
percent of thet ends wp Eamciall
ACEA members M cocemed for 1he
EnviFnament and use positivg Araleges
fo pecycle wsed cariridges.

4 R4 members are able 10 Tecyche
moet of those used canridges for bess
|hanmnwn-m:m1mwlrdm=1
mew cmo, They pride themmelves om
usimpg kasest pechnotogy fo proviae Daily
warraneed, quality carridges. This




Are you sitting on a toner cartridge? - continued

service provides jobs for Auwstralians
and New Zeslanders, lowers the levels
of imports, & well as providing a
peactical solution 1o the environment
prablem caused by empty canndges.”

This type of pro-active compeignimng
can anly be good for the idusiry.

Australinn Laser Charge has baill is
business on what Michasel sdmits are
some “pld fashioned valoes™ bait be
combines these with the state of the an
aidl af e-commerce, ALC recognise the
customers want mone from those they
denl with than price alpne, They also
Inok for promps and Friesdly service,
neliahiliny, amd quality.

“Same ol our competitors recycle
cofridges more cheaply thas ws”
admits Michae], “hut [ am gure most ol
our cusiomers choose us because they
knaw of our repartation for quality at a
fair price - mot necessarily the cheapen
price.”

Michneis route inin the
remanufacturing biusiness wes not what
you might call direct, He spent 20 years
a& a bamk officer before he staned
looking for a change of direction. As is
usually the case, the opporumty o
enfer the business arcse by chance, and
Pvlichae] bowght a cartridge business &

a goipg concern, first opersting [nom
suburban premises before moving to
central Hobart,

Rermaining in Hoban bas raised a lew
eyehrows in muoinland Australia, bus
Michnel doesn't hesitate &8 he resls off
his reasons for staying

Real Bsware 5 affordable, the
woekfofes is sable - and with three of
thse fouer original staff members Sl with
the Firm, who can argue with that - and
misdiern nir freight and online onlenng
means that physical location i5 o
longer & major consideration. So,
despite Tosmsnis being considered by
many Aunstralians as "ol the map™ it
provides no barriers to ALC being seen
45 & business calering 0 o nationsl
market,

Maintalining o lange stock is apothes
way 1o emsure that orders can be
Fulfilledl, most of them within 24 hours,
The elbent base now extends from Perth
in the South West to Caims in the Norih

Email Michae] for mone
details:

alc@ lasercharge com . au
ar visal the webside al
www Eserchurge Som.au
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